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Marshall expands “metro” tuition rate eligibility for
students in Ohio and Kentucky
AUGUST 10, 2022
In a move that is expected to attract more students from Ohio and Kentucky to Marshall, the
university’s board of governors yesterday approved the expansion of metro tuition rate
eligibility to a 100-mile radius from the Huntington campus.
Currently the metro rate applies to border counties including Gallia, Jackson, Lawrence, Meigs,
Pike and Scioto counties of Ohio and Boyd, Carter, Elliott, Floyd, Greenup, Johnson, Lawrence,
Martin and Pike counties of Kentucky.
The expansion, which will take effect in the fall of 2023, adds the following additional counties:
Ohio: Adams, Athens, Brown, Clermont, Clinton, Fairfield, Fayette, Highland, Hocking,
Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, Pickaway, Ross, Vinton and Washington.
Kentucky: Bath, Bourbon, Bracken, Breathitt, Clark, Clay, Estill, Fleming, Harrison, Knott, Lee,
Leslie, Letcher, Lewis, Magoffin, Mason, Menifee, Montgomery, Morgan, Nicholas, Owsley,
Pendleton, Perry, Powell, Robertson, Rowan and Wolfe.
The metro rate falls in between the resident and non-resident tuition rates. In the coming
months, the university will begin its recruitment and marketing outreach to students in the new
counties with full implementation expected for the fall of 2023.
The board also approved a change in the Employee Tuition Assistance Benefit for Dependent
Children, which permits eligible individuals to apply for tuition assistance after the parent has
been employed for 180 days (about 6 months) as opposed to the current one-year requirement.

In other action, board members approved several revised policies, including an academic affairs
policy on academic dishonesty that separates rules for undergraduate and graduate students.
Under the changes, graduate students will face a higher threshold of expectations and sanctions.
Athletic Director Christian Spears reported that Marshall’s athletic department is moving
forward with plans to sell beer at the Cam Henderson Center, Dot Hicks Field and the planned
baseball stadium. Spears said the department has applied for a permit with the City of
Huntington’s zoning board. Beer is currently sold at the Joan C. Edwards Stadium and the Hoops
Family Field. On a related note, Spears said athletics is engaged in discussions with Country
Boy Brewing out of Lexington, Kentucky on a possible proprietary beverage and packaging.
Finally, Spears outlined a new program to manage Name, Image and Likeness (NIL) for student
athletes. The Thunder Trust will be managed by Tyler J. Hutchinson, a Huntington native and
former football player for Yale University. Hutchinson will oversee the NIL program, which is
not permitted to be managed directly by the athletics department.
Marshall’s board welcomed two new members yesterday: Student Government Association
President Bella Griffiths and James C. “Jim” Smith, former president and CEO of information
and media giant Thomson Reuters and a 1981 graduate of Marshall. The two were initially
scheduled to be ceremonially sworn in yesterday, but an emergency for the presiding justice
delayed the event until the next meeting.

President Smith interviews Dolly Parton
AUGUST 10, 2022
President Brad D. Smith hosted a “fireside chat” with
entertainer and early childhood literacy advocate Dolly
Parton when she visited Charleston yesterday to
celebrate statewide participation in Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library.
The event was broadcast and streamed on West
Virginia Public Broadcasting television stations
and social media channels.
Parton’s Imagination Library project provides an ageappropriate book each month for children ages birth to 5 years. Last year, the West Virginia
Department of Education announced that all 55 counties in West Virginia have become active in
the program. Parton had promised to visit West Virginia once all counties were on board, making
the state one of 11 in the U.S. with the distinction.

More than 3 million books have been provided to children in the state since 2007. Overall, nearly
2 million books are mailed each month to children around the world.
The Imagination Library has become the preeminent early childhood book-gifting program and
is built on decades of research demonstrating that having books in the home supports a love of
reading and literacy skills.
To learn more about the Imagination Library or to enroll a child, visit the June Harless
Center website or the WVDE website.
———Photo: From left are President Smith, Dolly Parton and President Smith’s wife, Alys.

Help welcome the newest members of the Herd
AUGUST 10, 2022
Join the Move-In Crew and help Housing and Residence Life
welcome the Herd home! Individual students, student
organizations, faculty, staff, and community groups can
volunteer to help our students move into their residence halls
during Week of Welcome. Shifts are available Aug. 15, 16,
19, 20 and 21. Learn more and sign up to volunteer
at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4aa8a723a2fe3fall. Have questions about Move-In Crew? Email housing@marshall.edu.

School of Medicine welcomes Class of 2026
AUGUST 10, 2022
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine welcomed
its newest class of medical students to campus last
week with a series of orientation activities, followed
by the official start of classes Monday.
The 80 incoming medical students embark on a fouryear journey to become physicians. At Marshall, an
integrated core curriculum during the first two years
helps students understand the language of medicine.
During years three and four, students apply the
knowledge they have acquired as they learn to care
for patients.
The Class of 2026 includes students from a variety of backgrounds, including two M.D./Ph.D.
students, one student with a Ph.D. and two students with Pharm.D. degrees. The class represents
a diverse cohort from 32 colleges and universities across the country, as well as eight legacy
students, meaning one or both parents are Marshall School of Medicine alumni. Other interesting
statistics about the class include:
•
•
•
•
•

74% are from West Virginia.
12% entered from Marshall’s B.S./M.D. program.
84% were science majors.
16% are first-generation college graduates.
The average age is 24 years old.

Orientation activities included a variety of team building exercises, including a poverty
simulation; a cupcake contest at Huntington’s Kitchen; adventures at Heritage Farm; and
Olympic-style games on Prindle Field. Students were introduced to their assigned “learning
communities,” which are student-led networks that foster a dedicated support system for medical
students. Throughout the week, the students learned more about the structure and format of
medical school and were introduced to the more than two dozen student organizations active at
the School of Medicine.
Students capped off the week with the traditional White Coat Ceremony, sponsored by the Dr.
Ali and Mrs. Corinna Oliashirazi family, on Aug. 6. The White Coat Ceremony, in which
incoming students receive their first white coats, was first introduced at Marshall in 1996 and is
considered a rite of passage for students designed to instill the values of professionalism,
humanism and compassionate care. Jacob T. Kilgore, M.D., assistant professor of pediatrics at
the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine and pediatric infectious disease specialist at Marshall
Health, delivered the keynote address and served as the honorary cloaker. Kilgore was the
recipient of the 2022 Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Faculty Award.

Drs. Joseph B. and Omayma T. Touma generously donated funds to provide each student with a
top-of-the-line stethoscope. More than 100 additional School of Medicine alumni, family and
friends sponsored the white coats as well as medical instruments received during orientation for
the Class of 2026.
For news and information about the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, follow us on
Twitter @MUSOMWV, like us on Facebook or visit jcesom.marshall.edu.

Autism Training Center to help present conference on
Autism Across the Lifespan
AUGUST 10, 2022
The West Virginia Autism Training Center, in collaboration with
the Autism Society of West Virginia, will present the 2022 Autism
Across the Lifespan conference Sept. 8-9.
This virtual conference will feature nationally known authors and
speakers, including Dr. Temple Grandin (pictured above) and Dr.
Kerry Magro (pictured below). Presentations will provide
evidence-based support strategies for educators and family
members.

Continuing education credits are available for several professional
disciplines, including Social Work and LPCs. Parent stipends are
available, and students may register at a discounted fee. The
conference agenda and registration information can be found at this
link: https://www.marshall.edu/atc/2022-autism-across-lifespan/.

SAVE THE DATE: Research Day 2022 set for Oct. 28,
abstracts due Aug. 22
JULY 12, 2022
The 34th Annual Marshall University Health
Sciences Research Day will be held Friday,
Oct. 28. Abstracts may be submitted now
through Aug. 22. Submit your abstract
at jcesom.marshall.edu/researchday.

RCBI’s annual celebration of making set for Nov. 4
AUGUST 10, 2022
The West Virginia Makes Festival, the Robert C. Byrd Institute’s
statewide celebration of creativity and ingenuity, will return
Friday, Nov. 4, to Marshall’s Huntington campus.
This ninth-annual festival – the first in-person one in three years
– will feature a Design Challenge that provides makers of all ages
the opportunity to demonstrate their ideas and skills and earn
prizes for creativity.
Festivities, which will be staged on the campus at the Memorial Student Center, will include
special exhibits, demonstrations by inventors and artisans, 3D printing and other innovative
technologies, music and hands-on activities for everyone. Watch for additional details to be
announced.
Register at www.rcbi.org/wv-makes-festival-registration.

Marshall student the winner of two prestigious scholarships
AUGUST 10, 2022
A Marshall student is the winner of a Benjamin A. Gilman
Scholarship and an American Association of Teachers of
Japanese Bridging Scholarship to study abroad.
Emerald Fatica is a senior majoring in finance and international
business, with minors in Japanese, mathematics and economics.
She plans to use the Gilman and AATJ Bridging Scholarships
for the fall semester of her upcoming senior year at Kansai
Gaidai University in Japan with the Asian Studies program.
“Trying to afford a college education has always been a great challenge and stressor,” Fatica
said. “I’ve applied for countless scholarships over the years and received many disheartening
rejections. Receiving such notable rewards as these remind me that all the hard work I’ve put in
has been well worth it. Receiving these scholarships means a great deal. I would not be able to
pursue a lifelong dream of studying abroad if not for financial assistance.”
The AATJ Bridging Scholarship for Study Abroad in Japan is given by a variety of contributors.
The awards of up to $4,000 are administered by the American Association of Teachers of
Japanese and are designed to promote study of the Japanese language, literature and culture.
Gilman Scholars receive up to $5,000 to apply towards their study abroad or internship program
costs with additional funding available for the study of a critical language overseas. Fatica is one
of only 3,000 undergraduate students from across the United States selected to receive the
Gilman scholarship to study or intern abroad through April 2023. Gilman Scholars will study or
intern in 91 countries.
The Gilman Scholarship supports American undergraduate students of limited financial means to
study or intern abroad and, since 2001, has enabled more than 34,000 outstanding Americans of
diverse backgrounds to engage in a meaningful educational experience abroad. The program has
successfully broadened U.S. participation in study abroad, while emphasizing countries and
regions where fewer Americans traditionally study.
The Gilman program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs and is supported in its implementation by the Institute of International Education
(IIE). For more information about the Gilman scholarship, visit its website
at https://www.gilmanscholarship.org.
For more information about the Bridging Scholarship, visit its website
at https://www.aatj.org/studyabroad/japan-bridging-scholarships or contact Kasey Stevens,
program manager of the Office of National Scholarships, by phone at 304-696-2475 or by e-mail
at ons@marshall.edu.

Marshall faculty, alumni play key roles in the 2022 National
Youth Science Camp
AUGUST 10, 2022
On Wednesday, July 20, the National Youth Science Camp
(NYSCamp) said goodbye to 120 delegates from over 40
states and 12 Western Hemisphere nations. Since its
inception in 1963 as part of West Virginia’s Centennial, the
NYSCamp has honored over 6,200 students, giving them
the opportunity to participate in a rigorous STEM
enrichment program. Operated by the National Youth
Science Foundation, its mission is to inspire lifelong
engagement and ethical leadership in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics through its proven
educational model for mentoring, challenging, and motivating students.
This was the third virtual camp directed by Dr. Brian Kinghorn, an associate professor of
curriculum, instruction and foundations at Marshall University. Building on previous virtual
experiences, this year included the most interactive STEM education programming in the
NYSCamp’s 59-year history, comprising 320 interactive sessions from 95 presenters. It included
15 keynote lectures, four panel discussions, two concerts, and virtual tours of the National
Gallery of Art and the Green Bank National Radio Astronomy Observatory. Presenters
represented prestigious institutions such as the White House, NASA, AAAS, the NIH, YouTube,
Harvard Medical School and many universities across the nation.
In addition, seven Marshall University faculty and two Yeager Scholars alumni were among the
world-class presenters at camp. Of the 15 keynote lectures, two were presented by Marshall
faculty. On July 14, Dr. Suzanne Strait, a professor of biological sciences at Marshall and
associate director in the Division of Science and Research at the West Virginia Higher Education
Policy Commission, taught the delegates about the history, anatomy and diversity of gonads.
Then, on July 18, Sydnee McElroy, M.D., a 2005 Yeager alum and assistant professor and
family physician at Marshall Health, spoke about her experiences dispelling misinformation as a
podcast co-host of Sawbones: A Marital Tour of Misguided Medicine.
When asked about the importance of her topic for NYSCamp delegates, Strait said, “We’re not
comfortable enough talking about reproductive anatomy [which] makes a big impact in peoples’
lives, policies, politics… sexuality, etc. It would be a much healthier society if people knew a bit
more about their bodies” Speaking of scientific literacy in general, she added, “there are so many

levels where science interfaces with culture, society, and politics, and most people are not
comfortable talking about it. In order to make people more science-friendly, it’s nice to introduce
these topics in a more fun, easy setting.”
Similarly, McElroy explained that “it behooves us to become savvy communicators with every
format at our disposal… because we are living in a time of HIGH availability of misinformation
[where] people [spreading] scientific misinformation are winning the battle because they don’t
have to bother with the truth.” She continued, “we have to be as skilled in these areas [of
communication] as those spreading misinformation.”
Both lecturers were impressed with the opportunities the NYSCamp gave delegates to create a
community together and look beyond their own spheres of influence. As McElroy put it, “As
somebody who always loved science, feeling alone as a ‘nerdy’ kid who stuck to myself, to see
the NYSCamp bring people together to nurture and celebrate their love of science is inspiring. It
creates the kind of environment and atmosphere for these young peoples’ passions to be nurtured
and grown in the best ways.”
Similarly, Strait said, “NYSCamp is a wonderful venue for young people; I am a huge proponent
for informal education for young people in the sciences. The more interaction people have with
others across the country and world, the better we will be. It’s never too early to network outside
our own spheres!”
Seminars and directed studies by Marshall faculty and alumni included:
•
•
•
•
•

“Cybersecurity: An Internet Scavenger Hunt” presented by Bill Gardner, an associate
professor in Marshall’s Cyber Forensics and Security program;
“Fractals and Hausdorff Dimension” presented by Dr. Anna Mummert, a professor of
mathematics at Marshall;
“A History of Mining and Environmental Impacts in Appalachia” presented by Dr. Scott
Simonton, professor of industrial and systems engineering at Marshall;
“Bringing History and Science to Live with the Clio App” presented by Dr. David
Trowbridge, an associate professor of history at Marshall who is currently on leave;
“Exploring the Invisible Cosmos with Radio Astronomy” a three-day directed study
presented by Ellie White, a 2021 Yeager Scholar graduate and current scientific data
analyst at the Green Bank Observatory.

As the camp came to a close at the Zoom farewell banquet, over 30 delegates spoke about their
amazing and life-changing NYSCamp experiences. “It didn’t feel like it was virtual at all,” said
New York delegate Anitta Kottai. Argentina delegate Gabriel Antequera added, “Best three
weeks of my life.”
California delegate Aadity Sharma, one of four keynote delegate speakers, reflected on the camp,
saying, “the last few weeks have been tremendously humbling, and they made me rethink the
purpose in everything that we do and the greater impact that science can make on generations to
come,” She then concluded, “the ending of camp has left some beautiful memories, and I hope
that we all stay lifelong friends, and we keep in touch forever.”

For inquiries, photos, and interviews, please contact Delaney Rose “DR” Ahrens, Director of
External Relations and Development for the camp, at communications@nysf.com.
———–
Photo: Participants in the virtual National Youth Science Camp for 2022.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since July 27, 2022
Students: 1
Faculty: 2
Staff*: 3
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.

The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed August 17, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, August 15, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/August-10-2022.
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